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Grant Type: Research Training Grant

Grant Number: EDUC4-12782

Project Objective: This program will train 8 predoctoral, 8 postdoctoral, and 6 clinical fellows in the basic biology of
stem cells as well as the clinical translation of laboratory-based research projects. The program
includes stem cell-focused courses, seminar series, journal clubs, and a career development
program. Host laboratories offer a broad range of research opportunities including developmental
biology, neurobiology, epithelial and fibroblast biology, organ engineering, gene therapy,
transplantation, and GMP cell processing.

Investigator: 
Name: Michael Longaker

Institution: Stanford University

Type: PI

Award Value: $4,974,073

Status: Pre-Active

Grant Application Details

Application Title: CIRM Scholar Training Program

Public Abstract: 
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https://www.cirm.ca.gov/our-progress/institutions/stanford-university
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Statement of Benefit to
California: 

Our CIRM Scholar Training Program provides many benefits to the citizens of the state of
California who generously fund CIRM through their tax dollars. First and foremost, our program has
already contributed and will continue to enhance the core mission of CIRM: To accelerate the
development of cellular-based therapies that will address unmet medical needs of the citizens of
California. CIRM Scholars funded in previous cycles contributed major advances that have already
been integrated into new therapies for many forms of cancer as well as a variety of genetic
diseases. Our program will train the next generation of scientists and enable further medical
breakthroughs that would be delayed for years in the absence of CIRM support. The trainees that
we will mentor through classroom exposure to stem cell biology and laboratory research in
cutting edge technologies promise to continue the trajectory already established by the scientists
previously supported by our CIRM Scholars training funds. Many of our past trainees have moved
on to independent careers in academics, biotechnology, direct patient care, and science policy
roles where they continue to push the boundaries of what can be achieved through high quality
scientific research. An additional benefit to the state of California and its citizens is economic: our
CIRM Scholar Training Grant will enable a diverse workforce of early-career scientists to
contribute to the major impact that CIRM has enabled for California’s economy. Each trainee will
work with skilled life sciences research technicians who will be hired because of the need for
technical support in the projects pursued by our trainees. Many supplies for the research mission
will also be purchased from California-based businesses, with a tremendous impact on the
economy. Finally, many of our trainees will go on to find employment within California, working in
universities, private companies, government, and other areas as a direct result of funds provided
by the CIRM initiative. Our training program will help to build an ecosystem in which the important
research in stem cell science can be rapidly translated to clinical trials and eventual standard of
care practices that would be severely delayed in the absence of consistent and stable sources of
funding for the future scientific workforce of California.
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